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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION, 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event however, nnay a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) h^ONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent tern adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-6 are pending. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 6/23/03 is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

6. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nakai et 
al, U.S. Patent Application Publication No, 2001/0034713. 

Regarding claim 1, Nakai discloses in the context of one or more electronic 
appliances/image processing device (fig. 1, #11), incorporating one or more restricted 
functions in addition to one or more standard functions, a method for releasing at least 
one restriction of at least one of the restricted function or functions, the electronic 
appliance function restriction release method being characterized in that it comprises 
one or more function restriction release program execution steps/releasing key 
operation (fig. 4) wherein one or more function restriction release programs capable of 
releasing at least one restriction of at least one of the restricted function or functions is 
caused to be executed on one or more host computers/managing device (fig. 1 , #12); 
one or more communication steps wherein communication is carried out between or 
among at least one of the host computer or computers and at least one of the electronic 
appliance or appliances at one or more times when at least one of the host computer or 
computers is connected to at least one of the electronic appliance or appliances (fig. 8, 
#45); and 
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one or more function restriction release steps wherein at least one restriction of at least 
one of the restricted function or functions at at least one of the electronic appliance or 
appliances is released/releasing key (fig. 4, #U6). 

Regarding claim 2, Nakal discloses an electronic appliance function restriction release 
method according to claim 1 characterized in that the electronic appliance function 
restriction release method further comprises 

one or more identification steps wherein at least one host computer that has carried out 
at least a portion of the electronic appliance function restriction release processing is 
identified (fig. 4, #S1); and 

one or more function enabling steps wherein at least one function subject to function 
restriction release is enabled for only at least one of the host computer or computers 
identified at at least one of the identification step or steps as having carried out at least 
a portion of the electronic appliance function restriction release processing (fig. 4, #U7). 

Regarding claim 3, Nakai discloses an electronic appliance function restriction release 
method according to claim 1 characterized in that the electronic appliance function 
restriction release method further comprises 

one or more function restriction status determination steps wherein, in the event that 
one or more drivers capable of controlling at least one of the electronic appliance or 
appliances is or are installed on at least one of the host computer or computers (fig. 6, 
#22), at least one status of at least one restricted function of at least one of the 
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electronic appliance or appliances is determined when at least one of the host computer 
or computers is connected to at least one of the electronic appliance or appliances (fig. 
4.#S5); 

one or more driver enabling steps wherein, in the event that one or more function 
restrictions has or have been released, at least one driver for at least one of the 
restricted function or functions is enabled (fig. 4, #U7); and 
one or more driver disabling steps wherein, in the event that one or more function 
restrictions has or have not been released, at least one driver for at least one of the 
restricted function or functions is disabled (fig. 4, #U8 and S6). 

Regarding claim 4, Nakai discloses an electronic appliance incorporating one or more 
restricted functions in addition to one or more standard functions, the electronic 
appliance being characterized in that it is equipped with 

one or more controllers capable (fig. 1, #22), when release information for release of 
one or more function restrictions is sent thereto from one or more host 
apparatuses/managing device (fig. 1 , #12), of causing at least one restriction of at least 
one of the restricted function or functions to be released based on at least a portion of 
the release information/releasing key (fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 5, Nakai discloses an electronic appliance according to claim 4, the 
electronic appliance being characterized in that it is constructed such that information 
associated with at least one of the host apparatus or apparatuses from which at least a 
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portion of the function restriction release information was sent is registered at one or 
more storage units, and at least one of the function or functions subject to function 
restriction release is enabled for only at least one of the registered host apparatus or 
apparatuses (li[0057]). 

Regarding claim 6, Nakai discloses an electronic appliance function restriction release 
method according to claim 1 characterized in that the electronic appliance function 
restriction release method further comprises 

one or more function restriction status determination steps wherein, in the event that 
one or more drivers capable of controlling at least one of the electronic appliance or 
appliances is or are installed on at least one of the host computer or computers (fig. 6, 
#22), at least one status of at least one restricted function of at least one of the 
electronic appliance or appliances is determined when at least one of the host computer 
or computers is connected to at least one of the electronic appliance or appliances (fig. 
4. #S5); 

one or more driver enabling steps wherein, in the event that one or more function 
restrictions has or have been released, at least one driver for at least one of the 
' restricted function or functions is enabled (fig. 4, #U7); and 
one or more driver disabling steps wherein, in the event that one or more function 
restrictions has or have not'been released, at least one driver for at least one of the 
restricted function or functions is disabled (fig. 4, #U8 and S6). 
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Conclusion 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aubrey H. Wyszynski whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8155. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, and 
alternate Friday's. * . * 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on (571)272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-78B-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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